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earned patent term adjustment. See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 
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DETAILED ACTION 



Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set 
forth in section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and 
the prior art are such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the 
invention was made to a person having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. 
Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the invention was made. 

Claims 1, 12, 24 and 35 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being 
unpatentable over Eda et al (5,760,820) in view of Applicant's Background. 

Regarding claims 1, 12, 24 and 35 Eda discloses a digital signal transmission 
system (see col 7 lines 4-10) comprising an information stream generator 107 (see col 
12-18), noting that information stream generator 107 meets the claimed 'authoring 
apparatus' limitation and a program multiplexers 1 15, 1 16, 1 17 (see fig 1) noting that 
the claimed program multiplexer meets the claimed 'transmission apparatus' limitation, 
Eda further discloses information stream generator 107 includes a generating means 
108 for generating emergency information or 'event' comprising a text message (see 
Abstract). Eda further discloses program number adder 114 (see fig 1 ) which 
processes video stream content 1, 2...k by adding the emergency event information to 
be transferred to transmission multiplexers 1 15, 1 16, 1 17 (see fig 1). 

Eda fails to disclose the claimed event message should be transmitted 
immediately after an operator's instmction to transmit the event message is inputted. 
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Applicants Background also teaches an event message generation and insertion 
system in which the event message is read out and transferred to a multiplexing unit for 
transmission immediately after receiving an operator's instruction to issue the event 
message. It would have been obvious modifying the emergency event information 
system of Eda to include the claimed limitation would have enabled added control as to 
when the operator wanted the information to be transferred. Therefore, it would have 
been obvious to one having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made 
to modify Eda to include the claimed limitation to enable better operator control as to 
when the transfer the emergency event message. 

Claims 2, 7, 13, 18, 25, 30, 36, 41 and 47 - 50 are rejected under 35 
U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Eda in view of Applicant's Background 
as applied to claim 1 above, and further in view of Inoue et a! (4,015,074). 

Regarding claim 2, Eda discloses the emergency event information includes the 
event message and priority information or 'tag information' to ensure priority emergency 
information is quickly displayed (see Abstract, col 8 lines 26 - 39, col 10 lines 3 - 65). 
The Applicant's background, as discussed above, teaches transmitting from the 
transmission apparatus immediately after the operator's instruction is inputted. The 
combination of Eda and the Applicant's Background fails to disclose (a) tag information 
allowing the authoring apparatus to recognize that the event message should be 
transferred to the transmission apparatus before the operator's instruction is inputted 
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and (b) transmitted from the transmission apparatus immediately after the operator's 
instruction is inputted. 

In analogous art, Inoue et al teaches system for transmitting alarm information 
wherein the transmission of the alarm information is performed automatically or 
manually in the emergency. 

It would have been obvious to modify the combination of Eda and the Applicant's 
background to include the claimed tag information to ensure in cases of high priority 
emergency that tag information is transmitted automatically i.e. before the operator's 
instruction is inputted or manually i.e. after the operator's instruction is inputted in cases 
of low priority or less severe emergencies thereby providing a method of providing 
emergency information as fast as possible in high priority instances and which adding 
operator control in less severe instances. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one 
having ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify the 
combination of Eda and Applicant's background to include the claimed limitation to 
enable providing high priority emergency information as fast as possible while also 
providing operator control. 

Claims 7, 13, 18, 25, 30, 36 and 41 are met by the discussions for claim 2 

above. 

Regarding claims 47 and 48, Eda discloses a receiver with a discriminator 
which reads priority information which describes processing i.e. forcible display which 
the receiving apparatus should perform when receiving the event message (see col 9 
line 50 - col 10 line 8). It is noted that the computer-readable medium is inherent in the 
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receiving apparatus to record or store event information for priority processing in the 
discriminator It is further noted that event information, tag information and rest of the 
claimed limitations are met by the discussions above. 

Claims 49 and 50 are met by the discussions above. 

Claims 23 and 46 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable 
over Applicant's Background in view of Eda et al (5,760,820). 

Regarding claims 23 and 46, Applicant's Background discloses an event 
message storage unit 513a (fig 1) for storing an event message included in event 
information. Applicant's Background further discloses an issuing means for issuing the 
event message stored in the storing means by receiving an operator's instruction to 
transmit the event message (see page 4 line 1 5 - page 5 line 8). Applicant's 
Background further discloses a multiplexing means for multiplexing and transmitting the 
issued event message with a content that has been transferred from the authoring 
apparatus (see Multiplexing unit 514 - fig 1). 

Applicant's Background fails to disclose storing means for storing event message 
transferred from an authoring apparatus . 

In analogous art, Eda teaches an information stream generator 107 which 
transfers the authored event message signal to the transmission multiplexer 110 (see 
fig 1). It would have been obvious to one having routine skill in the art to include the 
generation of the event message signal in the authoring unit 501 of Applicant's 
Background (see fig 1) to enable editing of content and event messages from a single 
location in lieu of two locations. Therefore, it would have been obvious to one having 
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ordinary skill in the art at the time the invention was made to modify Applicant's 
Background based on the teachings of Eda to enable editing or authoring from a single 
location in lieu of two locations. 

Allowable Subject Matter 

Claims 3 - 6, 8 - 11, 14 - 17, 19 - 22, 26 - 29, 31 - 34, 37 - 40 and 42 - 45 are 

objected to as being dependent upon a rejected base claim, but would be allowable if 
rewritten in independent form including all of the limitations of the base claim and any 
intervening claims. 

Conclusion 

The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Kauffman et al (5,260,778) - Distribution of messages over a network 
Manson et al (6,543,051) - Emergency alert system 
Wistendahl et al (6,496,981 ) - Converting media content for interactive use 
Barger et al (5,945,986) - Sound authoring system and method 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Vivek Srivastava whose telephone number is (703) 305- 
4038. The examiner can normally be reached on Monday - Friday from 9 am to 6 pm. 
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If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chris Grant can be reached on (703) 305-4755. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status information for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more infomriation about the PAIR system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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PRIMARY EXAMINER 




